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Abstract

In the contemporary era, the artistic landscapes of Iran and Pakistan have transformed through the tension between deeply
rooted traditions and Western modernism, leading artists to seek a unique visual language reconciling these two worlds.
This research focuses on a seminal group of avant-garde and pioneer painters from both regions who emerged as the first
generation to engage in an academic and deconstructive synthesis of tradition-especially Persian and Mughal miniature
painting-and modernity. These artists successfully combined traditional principles, such as non-linear perspective,
symbolic color palettes, and intricate ornamentation, with modern artistic expressions to convey personal narratives and
subjective experiences, thereby redefining contemporary miniature painting and securing a distinct place in regional art
discourse.

The primary objective of this study is to conduct a visual and iconological reading of the works of these pioneering
painters in Iran and Pakistan, decoding the meanings embedded in their stylistic choices to understand the cultural and
philosophical foundations of their art. The main research questions concern the dominant visual characteristics and intrinsic
meanings in these works, as well as the differences in cultural strategies toward identity representation.

This descriptive-analytical study employs a comparative approach based on Erwin Panofsky’s three-level framework of
Iconology, analyzing works from the pre-iconographical and iconographical levels to the iconological level in order to
uncover their underlying principles. Findings show that although both groups share a common heritage, their ideological
paths differ significantly. Iranian pioneer painters pursued an identity -oriented approach committed to preserving miniature
principles within a modern framework to stabilize cultural identity. In contrast, Pakistani pioneer artists showed a stronger
inclination toward modern concepts and Western visual elements, using bold experimentation and satirical humor, where
miniature tradition became a potent tool for socio-political critique. Despite these iconological differences, artists from both
nations share visual characteristics such as the omission of deep perspective, two-dimensional surfaces, and extensive use
of Islamic motifs and symbolic imagery.
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