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Abstract
Experimental cinema has been considered a format beyond the dominant stream of narrative cinema, focusing
on the exploration of cinema's formal components. On this basis, the current article aims to analyze the main
elements of this filmmaking format in search of an aesthetic framework. Therefore, the theoretical approach of
empiricism in the philosophy of art is employed, as the views of its thinkers can offer insights into the aesthetic
dimensions of this type of cinema. The method of this research is descriptive-analytical with a comparative
approach, and by describing the main components of experimental cinema, it moves toward an analytical reading
of these characteristics in the opinions of empiricists. The research findings indicate that experimental cinema
possesses distinctive characteristics, the most important being its effect on human (sensory) perception. This
perception is not bound by the narrative, logical, or other constraints of the dominant popular cinema, but rather
challenges the viewer, moving toward psychological and technical innovation based on sensory, intellectual, and
even instrumental foundations, and most importantly, a kind of intuition in perception. Hence, a conventional
machine-causal aesthetic framework cannot accommodate such a non-normative, abstract, and fluid goal in
artistic creation and perception. The research evidence suggests that the organon of this sensory-driven
experimental cinema can be grounded in the aesthetics of 18th-century empiricists. This thought considers beauty
a subjective issue, whose reference is not the object itself but the individual's mind, which plays the main role in
defining beauty. In fact, aesthetic subjectivism denies the internality of aesthetic qualities in the essence of objects
and claims that what makes an object beautiful is the unique reaction it evokes in the subject. This intuitive
understanding goes so far as to reject the idea of beauty as proportionality, dismissing it as a goal tied to utility or
perfection; beauty, in this view, is not seen as the product of reason. As a result, this system of thought prioritizes
intuition over logic and causal rules in the realm of creation, understanding, and judgment, all of which are based

on individual experiences in sensory perception-the essence of experimental cinema.
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1. Lewis Jacobs

2. Experimental Cinema in America
3. The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari

4. Wax- works

5. The Golem

6. Le Ballet mecanique

7. Entr'acte
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8. The Fall of the House of Usher

9. Emak Bakia

10. The Passion of Joan of Arc

11. Potemkin

12. The End of St. Petersburg

13. Ten Days That Shook the World
14. The Man with the Camera

15. Fragment of an Empire

16. Experimental filmmaking : break the machine
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