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Abstract

In the wake of the great change in the governing discourse of the postmodern era and the emergence of an eclectic
perspective, polyphony and heterophony gained prevalence in works of art, and theories of artistic reproduction
based on pluralistic identities became increasingly established. The body of texts expanded massively as a result
of referencing the past and connecting with each other through processes such as adaptation, imitation,
appropriation, etc. This led scholars to utilize the intertextual approach to examine the interactions and
relationships among texts, delving into the concealed connections within the newly constructed systems of
meaning in works of art. This is a descriptive-analytic study on Bahman Jalali’s photo series “ Tasvir-i khiyal’
(Image of Imagination), using intertextual comparison according to the theory of transtextuality proposed by
Gé rard Genette. It attempts to explore and decode the intertextual relations and to examine the types and functions
of the relations among the texts, based on the assumption that the series is adapted from photographs of the Qajar
era merged and transformed to create contemporary works of art. The research concludes that alongside reviving
part of the cultural history of the Iranian image, Jalali has been able to reveal the hidden layers of Iranian identity
through a contemporary approach in his artistic expression. Also, a hypertextual reading of these works shows
that the relations between texts belong to the category of transformation according to their type and to the
categories of parody, travesty and transposition according to their function. By employing parody inside travesty,
destroying and deconstructing his examples in pretext and unsettling the gender evaluations of the pretexts as
well, Jalali introduces and feigns transgenderedness and transvaluation in the hypertext. Furthermore, his work
displays diachronicity and the conflict between modernity/traditions and also the conflictual relations of gender
and the status of man and woman. This is achieved through distanciation in recounting the intended narrative and

employing intersemiotics.
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