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Abstract
Ibn Khaldun is the first thinker in the history of ideas who systematically examined the social factors
influencing the formation and development of the arts within his historical analyses. However, previous
research on his thought has primarily focused on historical, philosophical, economic, and general sociological
aspects, while his sociological analyses of the arts have received little attention. This study, focusing on the
social factors contributing to the development of the arts in Ibn Khaldun's Mugaddimah, aims to elucidate the
relationship between cultural, economic, and political elements and the flourishing of the arts. It seeks to answer
the following questions: What factors does Ibn Khaldun consider influential in the growth of the arts within
societies? How does he analyze and explain the role of these factors in the formation and expansion of the arts?
This foundational study falls within the field of sociology of art and employs a descriptive-analytical
methodology. Data has been gathered through the study of written sources, particularly Ibn Khaldun's
Mugaddimah. The findings have been analyzed using qualitative content analysis, with conclusions drawn from
a sociological reading of the Mugaddimah. The results indicate that Ibn Khaldun perceives the development of
the arts as deeply intertwined with various social factors. In his view, social cohesion and solidarity, urban
population concentration, governmental authority and patronage, and cultural education of the populace are
among the most crucial prerequisites for the growth and flourishing of the arts in any society. Furthermore, Ibn
Khaldun emphasizes that the arts not only reflect social equilibrium but also play a fundamental role in
maintaining and reinforcing it. Additionally, beauty in his thought-both on an individual and societal level-is
closely linked to rationality and wisdom, and it can only thrive in societies that have achieved balance and

stability.

Key words: Sociology of Art, Interaction of Art and Society, Pioneers of the Sociology of Art, Ibn Khaldun's
Mugaddimah, Ibn Khaldun.
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4 Ren¢ Maunier
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6 Giambattista Vico
7 Emile Durkheim
8 Jean-Jacques Rousseau
9 Adam Smith
10 Thomas Robert Malthus
11 John Maynard Keynes
12 Karl Marx
13 Montesquieu
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