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Abstract

Drawing on Yuri Lotman’s cultural semiotics, this article approaches Iranian architecture as a system of
cultural memory in which literary signs, manifested through mythological narratives, mystical allegories, and
collective narrative structures, are translated from text into space and stabilized within architectural form.
Employing the concepts of secondary modeling systems and intersemiotic translation, the study argues that
Iranian architecture does not merely reflect pre-existing meanings but actively functions as a medium for the
reproduction and persistence of literariness within cultural memory. The research adopts a layered analytical
framework of architectural memory, consisting of symbolic, allegorical-mystical, and ritual-social levels,
enabling a systematic examination of how literary signs are transformed into spatial organization. Through case
studies of the Taq-¢ Kasra as the spatial articulation of a mythological narrative of cosmic order, the Jameh
Mosque of Isfahan as the embodiment of the allegory of the spiritual journey, and Nagsh-e Jahan Square as a
manifestation of collective and polyphonic narration, the article demonstrates that literary signs in Iranian culture
attain spatial experientiality through architecture. The findings indicate that Iranian architecture operates as one
of the most enduring media for the translation, stabilization, and continuity of literary meaning within cultural

memory.
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